
 

 

 

                        

 

Thursday, Nov. 12, 2020  

 

Merkle’s Mental Health Moment  
Dr. Erich Merkle, Pupil Adjustment Program, Office of Special Education, Akron Public Schools 
The tumultuous world we all live in these days certainly could benefit from a bit more kindness. Did you know that much like 
exercising and eating healthy can do a body good, practicing kindness can boost your mental health? Studies show that 
practicing kindness is beneficial for our own mental wellbeing - and it boosts the mental health of the person receiving our 
kindness as well! Our colleagues at Nationwide Children's Hospital and their On Our Sleeves program offer this instructional 
video for teaching children the value of kindness. And, we can put those lessons into action through a 5 Day Kindness 
Challenge, reminding us, "In a world where you can be anything, be kind."  

• Note: This Friday is World Kindness Day. Get kindness resources here.   

 
APS plus After-Hours Support for students and families 
APS plus After-Hours Support assists students and families with K-12 tutoring and academic support, family support 
services, social-emotional urgent support, technology and Google Classroom troubleshooting. Hours are Monday-Thursday 
from 4-7 p.m. and Saturday from 10 a.m. -2 p.m. It will be closed on holidays. Call 330.761.7943 for assistance. For 
information, visit akronschools.com.  

 
APS open enrollment applications for 2021-22 due Nov. 20.  
Families wishing to open enroll a student in a school outside of their designated neighborhood school or into one of APS 
specialty schools must submit an open enrollment application by Nov. 20 at 4 p.m. The OE application is available online 
only this year. OE is required for Akron Early College High School, Miller South School for Visual and Performing Arts, 
National Inventors Hall of Fame STEM (NIHF STEM) middle and high schools, Akron Early College High School, Firestone 
CLC’s Akron School for the Arts and its International Baccalaureate program. (Additional applications or auditions may apply 
for certain schools/programs.) Please note: if you have an elementary school student who is currently open enrolled and an 
incoming kindergarten student and you wish to also open enroll for 2021-22, you should apply for open enrollment at this 
time. Do not wait until next summer. Apply today.  
 

Essential Experiences planned for 2021 
APS is partnering with GAR Foundation, ArtSparks, Akron Zoo, Cleveland Museum of Natural History, Hale Farm, Akron Art 
Museum and Stan Hywet Hall and Gardens to offer virtual Essential Experiences to all students in grades K-5. These field 
experiences will be delivered remotely in a series of three mini-experiences for each grade level for the duration of the 2020-
21 school year. Students will receive tickets and materials related to their experience. 

 
Path to Graduation website developed to help students/families 
APS has developed a Path to Graduation website to help students and families understand graduation policies and 
requirements. Students can demonstrate competency and preparedness in a variety of ways including credits, 
demonstrating competency and earning seals. Visit the Path to Graduation website for guidance and additional information. 

 
District continues to work on plans for in-person supports 
The district is continuing to work on plans for in-person supports to supplement our learning platform. These additional 
supports will open our buildings to many of our students for additional mental health services, therapies, hands-on learning 
time for industry credentials and additional academic help and support for English language learners. Additional supports are 
expected to be in place by the end of November or the start of December. More details will be coming in the Weekly Update 
and on our Learning 2020-2021 page at akronschools.com.  
 

SPARK kindergarten readiness program now enrolling 
SPARK (Supporting Partnerships to Assure Ready Kids) is now enrolling three- and four-year-old children for its FREE 
kindergarten readiness program. Children will receive free books and supplies, fun activities, resources, support and MORE! 
All children who will attend Akron Public Schools are eligible. Complete the SPARK Inquiry Form to apply. For more 
information, download the SPARK flier.  
 

Affordable Care Act Enrollment application period open through Dec. 15.  
The enrollment period for consumers shopping for health insurance plans under the Affordable Care Act started Nov. 1 and 
runs through Dec. 15. for coverage beginning Jan. 1, 2021. This is the eighth annual open enrollment for the ACA plans, 
which are available for those without health insurance through a job, Medicare, Medicaid or other source. For more 
information, click here. 
 

United Way seeking volunteers for Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program 
United Way of Summit and Medina Counties is seeking volunteers for its VITA program to provide free tax services to 
eligible families. Volunteers completed 1,467 tax returns and families received more than $2.5 million in refunds in 2020 
(from 2019 returns). The IRS training is free, and no experience is needed. Click here for information and to volunteer. 

Educational and mental health resources   

• 5 Things Parents Can Do to Support Learning at 
Home 

• 9 Tips for Parents Navigating Online Learning 

• 22 Remote Learning Tips for Parents 

• CDC: Help Children Learn at Home 

• Online Learning Tips for Families 
 
APS social media  

• Facebook  @akronpublicschools 

• Twitter       @akronschools 

• LinkedIn   @akron-public-schools 

• YouTube  @Akron Schools 

 
 
 
 
 
 

General resources 
• Akron Summit County Library  
• APS Covid-19 Dashboard 

• APS District Website  

• APS Family Resources  

• APS Learning 2020-21 Google Site 

• Get 2 School/Stay in the Game 

• Ohio Department of Education (ODE) 

• Parent and Caregiver Resources 

• Summit County Public Health 

• United Way 2-1-1 Resource Referral 
 
Forms and downloads 

• Bullying/harassment Complaint Form 

• Help Desk Form 
 

All the resources below have clickable links for your convenience.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eflx7e_0TS4&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eflx7e_0TS4&feature=youtu.be
https://www.onoursleeves.org/get-involved/advocate/kindness-challenge
https://www.onoursleeves.org/get-involved/advocate/kindness-challenge
https://www.randomactsofkindness.org/world-kindness-day
http://www.akronschools.com/
https://registration.powerschool.com/family/ActionForms/Public/25513
https://registration.powerschool.com/family/ActionForms/Public/25513
https://registration.powerschool.com/family/ActionForms/Public/25513
https://sites.google.com/apslearns.org/apsgrads/home
http://www.akronschools.com/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSccLdWCld4fU-9dVTWyVOM9qLWh9lFTx3QIB3Rb5frSx1Zrkw/viewform
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1g746hUxZsB4NMQB5JKgiYHlXlFhdBETk/view
https://211summit.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a4b4251cac24a922bc849199e&id=6fb6515461&e=a6e559f66b
https://invest.uwsummit.org/CampaignForm/Unit3XRY/VITA+INTENT
https://blog.edmentum.com/5-things-parents-can-do-support-students-learning-online
https://blog.edmentum.com/5-things-parents-can-do-support-students-learning-online
https://www.theladders.com/career-advice/tips-for-parents-online-learning-with-children
https://www.teachthought.com/technology/remote-learning-tips-for-parents/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/children/learning.html
https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/learning-at-home/homework-study-skills/online-learning-how-to-prepare-child
https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/learning-at-home/homework-study-skills/online-learning-how-to-prepare-child
https://www.facebook.com/akronpublicschools/
https://twitter.com/akronschools
https://www.linkedin.com/company/akron-public-schools/
https://www.youtube.com/user/akronschools
https://www.akronlibrary.org/
https://www.akronschools.com/district/covid-19_dashboard
http://www.akronschools.com/
https://www.akronschools.com/cms/One.aspx?portalId=409163&pageId=11798553
https://sites.google.com/apslearns.org/apsreopening/home
https://get2school.org/
http://education.ohio.gov/
https://summitcountyfirstthingsfirst.org/caregiver-resources/
https://www.scph.org/
https://www.uwsummit.org/211
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSebqreuG0Sa6WQZN4P9IHwd506K7jCyGDx509yAhxapwvoJSg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScrHNXfRhg7hRsxSqyyi5HbDTHsUSpUqA0PYFgVMh0JNJKd4g/viewform

